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President’s Letter 
Our June meeting was special for all of us who 
attended. I personally want to thank Army Air 
Corps Captain Jerry Neal for his presentation 
to the chapter about his experiences in World 
War II flying both the B-24 and B-17 out of 
England. Hearing it first-hand was a memora-
ble event. As I listened, I thought how aviation 
has changed from his days of service to the 
modern aircraft we get the privilege to fly. On 
behalf of the chapter, we can’t thank you 
enough for your service. We Salute You Sir!! 
 

Hope everyone had a great 4th of July holiday 
and got a chance to reflect on how fortunate 
we are to live in this great country. I remem-
ber the big celebration when we achieved 200 
years in our constitutional republic and now, 
we are quickly approaching the 250th anniver-
sary. This country has withstood many chal-
lenges from without and within. We all know 
the value of our military to the success of our 
nation and I am proud to be member of the 
Military Officers Association as we try to en-
sure that the support for the military stays 
visible and strong as we meet the challenges 
of the coming years. Because of MOAA’s en-
gagement with our Legislators and your par-
ticipation and support of MOAA, we have kept 
issues like end strength, SBP-DIC, military 
housing, retiree support at the forefront in 
the budget process.  We can’t change or 
achieve every goal but our size and influence 
with your Senators and Congressman can’t be 
overlooked. So, thank you for your service in 
the past and for your continued support of 
the military issues through MOAA at both the 
local and national level.  
 

I continue to write and ask for your vocal sup-
port on the SBP-DIC issue, the elimination of 
the Widow’s Tax. The number of congression-
al members that have co-sponsored is the 
largest ever; however, when the rubber meets 
the road, we still have not been successful in 
getting the elimination of the Widow’s Tax 
included in the SASC or HASC version of the 
National Defense Authorization Act. Senator 
Blackburn wants to champion this issue so 
please reach out to her office and thank her 
for her support and request her continued 
support on elimination of the Widows Tax. To 
show our support, I am asking you to email a 
member of her staff at  
paris_cervantes@blackburn.senate.gov or to 
call her office at 202- 224-3344. Every contact 
matters so please let her know you appreciate 
her support on this important issue.  
 

This month we have another great program 

planned. Our guest speaker will be Navy vet-

eran and Vice Chancellor Brett Sweet. Mark 

your calendars for July 23rd. I am sure it will 

be another special meeting and one you will 

not want to miss.  
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As Vanderbilt University’s Vice Chancel-
lor for Finance & Chief Financial Officer, 
Brett Sweet is responsible for the finan-
cial stewardship of the University, in-
cluding capital and operating budgets, 
financial affairs and reporting, procure-
ment and debt/treasury management. 
 

Prior to joining Vanderbilt, Sweet was 
Dean of Administration and Finance of 
Harvard University’s Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences. In this role he oversaw the 
financial and administrative operations 
of a program which encompasses Har-
vard College, The Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences, The School of Engi-
neering and Applied Science and The 
Division of Continuing Education. 
 

Sweet, a graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, earned an MBA from Har-
vard University Graduate School of 
Business Administration. He spent five 
years as a nuclear submarine officer in 
the U.S.  Navy and served as a special 
projects officer with the National Secu-
rity Agency.  He lives in Nashville with 
his wife, Meredythe, and two daugh-
ters, Logan and Avery. 

- 
 

Vanderbilt University launched the Bass 
Military Scholars Program in 2018 in 
recognition of the patriotism, scholar-
ship and leadership qualities and capa-
bilities of veterans. The program pro-
vides scholarships of $25,000 per year 
to highly talented veterans pursuing 
graduate and professional degrees 
across five Vanderbilt schools: Vander-
bilt School of Law, School of Medicine, 
School of Nursing, the Owen Graduate 
School and the Peabody College of Edu-
cation and Human Development. 
 

In addition to their studies, Bass Schol-
ars will share their military experience in 
a range of campus service activities de-
signed to foster military-civilian ex-
changes and expose the greater student 
body to military values, character, and 
mission focus.  It is a highly competitive 
program that values academic excel-
lence, distinguished military service, and 
the potential to positively impact socie-
ty after graduation. 

Congratulations 
To CPT Art Jacobs, USA who became 
President of the Vietnam Helicopter 
Pilots Association this year following 
their Annual Reunion held in Kansas 
City. It took four years in various posi-
tions before he arrived at the Presi-
dency (similar to the succession plan in 
our Chapter) and he will hold that posi-
tion until their Annual Reunion to be 
held in Denver in 2020.  He will serve 
for several more years  on their Execu-
tive Council following his term as Presi-
dent. 
The role of the Association is to en-
hance and accredit the cohesiveness, 
esprit de corps, and traditions of valor 
of rotary wing aircrews that flew in 
Southeast Asia during the Vietnam Era 
(1961 – 1975). The VHPA has a mem-
bership of over 16,600 helicopter pi-
lots from around the world out of the 
approximately 40,000 who served as 
helicopter pilots during and in  the 
Vietnam War.  
This is yet another example of how our 
members continue to embrace the 
concept of “Never Stop Serving”.  

mailto:paris_cervantes@blackburn.senate.gov


Upcoming Programs & Events 
 

23 July 2019; 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
MTC Monthly Luncheon Meeting 
"Bass Military Scholars Program" 

Vice-Chancellor for Finance and CFO, 
 Vanderbilt University 

Old Natchez Country Club, 115 Gardengate Drive, 
Franklin, TN 37069 

- 
 30 July 2019*; 7 - 8:00 AM 

“MTC Monthly Board Meeting” 
NGATN Office, 4332 Kenilwood Dr., Nashville, TN 

(Please note date change) 
- 

9 August 2019; Time TBD 
“OSDTN Annual Heroes Breakfast” 

Music City Center, Nashville, TN 
- 

27 August 2019: 11:30 AM 
“ Lessons Learned as an Army Chaplain”  

LTC Kevin Wainwright, USA  
Deputy Garrison Chaplain, Fort Campbell, KY  

Old Natchez Country Club, 115 Gardengate Drive, 
Franklin, TN 37069 

- 
3 September 2019; 7 - 8:00 AM 
“MTC Monthly Board Meeting” 

NGATN Office, 4332 Kenilwood Dr., Nashville, TN 
- 

24 September; 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
MTC Monthly Luncheon Meeting 

" The Weather" 
Mr. Dan Thomas 

WSMV Meteorologist - Former USAF Officer 
Old Natchez Country Club, 115 Gardengate Drive, 

Franklin, TN 37069 
- 
 

 2019 Meeting Dates (not covered above): 
22 October 2019,  

19 November 2019 
(PLEASE NOTE change to November date to ac-

commodate the Thanksgiving Holiday) 
No Meeting  - December 2019 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America 
P. O. Box 50252 
Nashville, TN 37205-0252 

MOAA Legislative Update 

STATE 
Gov. Bill Lee announced he's calling a special legislative session in late 
August to allow the GOP-controlled House to replace the state's House 
speaker, who has promised to resign after a series of scandals.   "It is in 
the best interest of our state to select a new speaker of the House, and 
so I am calling a special session of the General Assembly for August 23 to 
accomplish that purpose," Lee said in a statement.  The special session 
— anticipated to take just one day — will follow a House GOP caucus 
meeting where Republican members will nominate a speaker in advance 
on July 24. Bylaws require the House Republicans to support their cau-
cus' nominee during the formal August 23 vote. 

FEDERAL 
The Trump administration has confirmed plans to nominate Mark Esper 
as the next secretary of defense to succeed acting Defense Secretary 
Patrick Shanahan. David Norquist will be nominated for a deputy secre-
tary of defense post, and Ryan McCarthy will receive the administra-
tion's nomination for acting Secretary of the Army. 
 
Senator Marsha Blackburn secured funding for projects that will have a 
direct effect on military communities in Tennessee and on the mission of 
the Armed Forces to protect and defend the United States. Her work in 
the Senate version of the FY 2020 NDAA includes but is not limited to:  
•    Implements military spouse professional licensure reciproci-
ty across the Nation to make it easier for spouses to continue working 
when moved across state lines for their service.  
•    Requires DOD to track how much time members of the National 
Guard are deployed, as extended periods away can cause undue stress 
on their civilian jobs. This comes as a result of discussions Senator Black-
burn had with members of the 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment in Po-
land and Ukraine, including several guardsmen and women from Knox-
ville and the surrounding area who described this as being one of the 
biggest hurdles in their service.  
•      Increases infrastructure and operations budget for our national 
nuclear security enterprise, which includes the Oak Ridge National La-
boratory and Y-12 National Security Complex in Tennessee. This bill will 
properly fund facilities that have been neglected since after the Cold 
War. 
•    Supports the strong and unwavering partnership between the U.S. 
military and the Kurds in Syria. The largest Kurdish diaspora in the U.S. is 
in Nashville.    
•    Fully funds research and development for multiple naval systems 
whose radar technology is made in Tennessee.  
•    Supports military funded in-state university research, including at 
the University of Tennessee.  
 

Doug Gilbert 
LTC, US Army Retired;  Legislative Affairs 
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