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President’s Letter 
Another excellent meeting in March with 50 in 
attendance.  Chapter member Dean Wegner 
gave an outstanding presentation on 
“Authentically American”. Our meetings offer 
a lot to the membership, besides the good 
food; we do our best to provide interesting 
speakers with useful information and we ap-
preciate the  turnouts at the meetings.  
 

I want to thank everyone who has paid their 
dues. We appreciate your support. To date we 
have 70% of the membership paying their 
dues for 2019. If you have not paid your dues 
for this year please mail them to the Chapter 
address shown on this page.  
 

Last month the majority of my letter was dedi-
cated to sharing information about the Survi-
vor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuity and the VA’s 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 
(DIC), and the unfair forfeiture of the survi-
vor’s pay as result of the existing federal law. 
This year there is strong momentum to 
change the law with many legislators voicing 
support and signing on to co-sponsor the bills 
that would deal with this issue. The March 
and April MOAA magazine provided pre-
addressed cards to mail in to keep the issue in 
front of our legislators. I spoke to Senator 
Blackburn personally this week to thank her 
for her support and encouraging her to vote 
for the passage of the repeal. I am asking all 
members to continue to write and call to 
voice your support for H.R.553 and S.622. This 
has been an ongoing issue for over 20 years 
and it needs to be rectified. MOAA will be 
storming the hill on 10 April so call the Capitol 
Switchboard at 1-866-272-6622 and voice 
your support for these measures.  
 

While you are on the phone with the legisla-
tors also voice your concerns about the num-
ber of reductions in support we have experi-
enced in TRICARE. Historically, Congress has 
recognized the need to support retirees by 
virtue of their service. However, over the past 
few years there has been unlegislated TRI-
CARE premium increases, copay increases, 
and pharmacy increases. As a result, today’s 
working-age TRICARE retiree cost shares are 
closely aligned with the average civilian’s cost 
shares and in proportion to civilian cost em-
ployers cost of coverage. Not sure if it is pure-
ly  economics or the reduced number of legis-
lators with military experience; but regardless, 
we must resist the urge to allow them to com-
pare military retiree health care costs shares 
with civilians. We have paid our fair share by 
virtue of our service and sacrifice. Tell them to 
hold the line on TRICARE reductions. Better 
yet, ask them to roll back some of the increas-
es that have been put in place.  
Look forward to seeing everyone at our next 

meeting on the 23rd. 
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Barbara Moss, the founder of Elder Law of 
Nashville, has been practicing law in Nash-
ville for more than 30 years. She focuses 
her practice on elder law, conserva-
torships, probate, estate planning, Medi-
care and Medicaid. 
 

Barbara has been recognized for her con-
tributions to the law profession and the 
community with numerous honors includ-
ing the Athena Award in 2007, induction 
into the YWCA Academy of the Women of 
Achievement in 2008, the Molly Todd Cup 
in 2009 presented by Nashville network-
ing organization CABLE, and Nashville 
Business Journal, Women of Influence in 
2007. She currently serves on the FiftyFor-
ward Board of Directors. 
 

Barbara has been named “Best of the 
Bar” (one of the 75 best lawyers in Nash-
ville) multiple times by her peers and has 
been chosen as a Mid-South Super Lawyer 
in Elder Law by Law & Politics Magazine, 
(2006-present); was named by peers to be 
included in The Best Lawyers in America© 
(2005-present); was named by peers as 
one of “Nashville’s Best Lawyers.” The 
Tennessean (2010-present); and was se-
lected by Memphis Magazine as one of 
the Top 50 Women Attorneys in the Mid-
South. She was an Adjunct Professor of 
Law at the Vanderbilt School of Law from 
1984 to 2000.  
 

She holds the distinction of being the first 
woman to chair the Board of Professional 
Responsibility of the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee, the organization responsible 
for all attorney ethics and discipline in 
Tennessee. 
 

Barbara and her husband, Tom, love ad-
venture travel, cooking, and their grand-
children, all of whom live in Nashville. 

- 
A note from LTC (Ret.) Wanda Graham: 
“Just a note to remind you that we should 
all keep our records up-to-date so our 
loved ones will always have current infor-
mation regarding our personal affairs.  We 
will send out via email prior to the 
meeting a 2019 checklist, MOAA National 
reminder, and a revised AARP checklist for 
those of us acting as caregivers to our 
elderly parents.   I hope to see you all on 
Tuesday, April 23rd. “ Wanda 
 
 
 

 ROTC / JROTC  Award Season 
We are in the season of MOAA Leader-
ship Medal Awards to both ROTC and 
JROTC units in our area. On the ROTC 
side, we actively support  the Air Force 
ROTC program at TSU, and the Army 
and Navy ROTC programs at VU.  All of 
these programs contain interested 
students from other area universities 
as well.  On the JROTC side we support 
an Air Force JROTC program, a Naval 
JROTC program and eleven Army 
JROTC programs. 
As you can imagine the awards presen-
tation season in April and May be-
comes quite busy.  Lt. Col. (Ret) Karon 
Uzzell Baggett does an exceptional job 
scheduling presenters on the ROTC 
side, and CAPT (Ret.) Larry Cotton is 
doing an outstanding job insuring that 
we have presenters for the JROTC pro-
grams; however because we have so 
many  units we need your assistance 
to cover all the award presentations. If 
you can help, please contact Larry at 
larycotton29@gmail.com, or Karon at 
ku.baggett@comcast.net.  
Your assistance will be greatly appreci-
ated! 

mailto:larycotton29@gmail.com
mailto:ku.baggett@comcast.net


Upcoming Programs & Events 
10 April 2019 

“MOAA Storms the Hill” 
Washington, DC 

- 

23 April 2019; 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
MTC Monthly Luncheon Meeting 

“ Elder Law” and “Personal Affairs Update” 
Attorney  Barbara Moss 

LTC (Ret.) Wanda Bruce Graham, USA  
- 

12 April 2019; 5:45 PM 
A Soldier's Child 10th Annual Dinner Banquet 

"A Life Worth Celebrating" 
Embassy Suites, Murfreesboro, TN 

- 

4 May 2019;  6:30pm 
Joshua Chamberlain Society of Nashville 

“Nashville's Songwriters Night”  
Arrington Vineyards, Arrington, TN 

 Tickets: https://e.givesmart.com/events/cTc/  
- 

7 May 2019; 7 - 8:00 AM 
“MTC Monthly Board Meeting” 

NGATN Office, 4332 Kenilwood Dr., Nashville, TN 
- 

18 May 2019 
“Fort Campbell Retiree Appreciation Day (RAD) “ 

Ft. Campbell, KY 
- 

25 May 2019: 11:00 AM 
"MTC Memorial Day Program" 

McCrory Lane State Veteran's Cemetery 
Pegram, TN 

- 

28 May 2019; 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
MTC Monthly Luncheon Meeting 

"My Experiences with the Legislative Process" 
State Rep. / COL (Ret.) Sam Whitson, USA  

State Representative for TN House District 65  
and MTC Member 

- 

 2019 Meeting Dates: 25 June 2019, 23 July 2019 
27 August 2019, 24 September 2019 
22 October 2019, 19 November 2019 

(PLEASE NOTE change to November date to ac-
commodate the Thanksgiving Holiday) 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America 
P. O. Box 50252 
Nashville, TN 37205-0252 

MOAA Legislative Update 

Update on Federal Legislation: 
As an initial positive note, both TN Senators have cosponsored S.622, 
and all nine TN Representatives have cosponsored H.R.553.  This Bill 
and Resolution are intended to resolve the SBP/DIC offset.  The two 
bills do not mirror each other, so there will have to be more work 
done on the legislation if passed. 
 

Update on State legislation of interest: 
The suicide prevention training-HB0787/SB 0673- for TDVS employ-
ees who interact with veterans was placed behind the budget in the 
House Finance Committee.  This means extra funding will have to be 
available. More than likely this will kill this bill for this year. 
"Veterans Property Tax Relief Act of 2019"HB1465/SB 1485- requir-
ing that market value cap for real property eligible for disabled veter-
an property tax relief be adjusted every two years to reflect percent-
age change in consumer price index.  This was taken off notice for 
calendar in Senate Committee Property & Planning Subcommittee of 
Local Committee.  This means unless it is put back on notice no fur-
ther action will happen. 
HB 2005/SB 0242- As introduced, requires public postsecondary in-
stitutions to classify the spouse or dependent child of an active 
member of the United States armed forces transferred out of state 
on military orders as an in-state student for tuition purposes.  Trans-
mitted to Governor for action. 
As enacted, HB 1187/SB0844- eliminates the fee for interment of an 
eligible veteran's spouse in a state veterans' cemetery.  Placed on 
House and Senate Committee calendars for 4/2/2019. 
As introduced, HB 0035/SB 0001- creates the Green Alert system 
within the TBI to assist in the identification and location of a missing 
veteran at risk.  Action deferred in Senate Judiciary Committee to 
4/9/2019. 
As introduced, HB 0200/SB 0245- reduces, from 25 to 23, the age 
required for a person to receive an initial school bus endorsement if 
the person is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States 
armed forces, a member of the national guard or reserves, or a li-
censed teacher employed by an LEA.  Signed by the Governor.  
 

These are just a few of the more interesting bills being followed.  The 
Legislature most likely has only the month of April left before ad-
journment though it could go into the first or second week of May.  
Several of the House and Senate committees have already adjourned 
for the year. 
 

 

Doug Gilbert 

LTC, US Army Retired 

Board Member &  Legislative Affairs Liaison 
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